The Man of Understanding

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six. (Revelation 13:18)


We new covenant believers are all very familiar with this verse. Even the world around us is familiar with the number 666 and its connection with the anti-Christ. Heavy metal rock bands include this verse on many of their albums, covering these same albums with triple sixes as a way of dedicating them to Satan. Needless to say, this verse is one of the most discussed verses in the book of Revelation, yet most people miss the true meaning of this verse.


The subject of this verse is not the Anti-Messiah (Christ) or the number associated with him, as most people believe. The real subject of this verse is someone we call the man of understanding. Notice who the verse is addressed to: him who has understanding. Only one with the understanding that comes from God Himself can calculate the number. Only one with that kind of understanding can, well, understand what the number means. The rest of us are merely chasing after wind.


So, who is this man of understanding? Can we find more about him in the Bible? Well, yes we can. Solomon, himself a man of understanding, tells us much about this one in the book of Proverbs. Daniel also speaks of him, as well as the prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah. In fact, all of the prophets were themselves men of understanding. Yeshua Himself spoke of this one in very high regards. 


Ezra also spoke of the man of understanding, at least in the King James Version (KJV), in chapter eight. This is how the New American Standard Bible (NASB) translates the verse:

According to the good hand of our God upon us they brought us a man of insight of the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel, namely Sherebiah, and his sons and brothers, 18 men; (Ezra 8:18)
Obviously insight and understanding are synonyms, and are interchangeable. This is not the only example.


When Daniel speaks of the man of understanding he describes him or her as “those who have insight.” He speaks of these people twice, first in chapter eleven, then again in chapter twelve. These verses begin with the pronoun, “he.” The he referred to here is the Anti-Messiah.

"By smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know their God will display strength and take action. Those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days. Now when they fall they will be granted a little help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy. Some of those who have insight will fall, in order to refine, purge and make them pure until the end time; because it is still to come at the appointed time. (Daniel 11:32-35)


We often hear of how terrible it will be in the end times; with the enemy knowing his time is short, he will increase his warfare against the saints. What we should be focusing on is the outpouring of the spirit promised to God’s people at that time. Those who really know Him will display great strength and with their insight and discernment, many will be helped. That doesn’t mean that they would not see troubles; they will. They will continue to be purged, having all the dross consumed by God’s holy flame through tribulation, and some will not make it through. Those who do, however, will shine like stars… literally.

"Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase." 

Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing, one on this bank of the river and the other on that bank of the river. And one said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be until the end of these wonders?" 

I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and as soon as they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be completed. 

As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?" He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time. Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand.” (Daniel 12:3-10)

Those who have insight will understand. Daniel had insight, but he did not understand, but those who are alive at the end time will understand. Why? Because knowledge has increased and we have more resources and information available to the general public than ever before. Throughout much of man’s history books and knowledge were held only by the lucky few, but today we can readily access more information than the sages ever dreamed possible, and all in the blink of an eye. Five hundred years ago there were very few people who owned their own Bible; today we can pick them up in the dollar store.

Unfortunately most believers do not spend the time they should reading the Word of God for themselves, instead preferring to be spoon-fed their faith by their spiritual leaders. This is why we don’t see many men of understanding, even in the age of the information super highway. Most of us don’t have the time, or won’t take the time necessary for this kind of spiritual growth. We are simply too lazy.

Those who have insight will understand that tribulation is necessary and therefore will be prudent, which means that they will act wisely. James tells us that our understanding shows in our deeds (James 3:13) and Paul warns the Ephesians that hardness of heart will block our understanding.

So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. (Ephesians 4:17-19)

This is one of the hardest parts of the walk of faith: being so totally different from everyone else around. The average person lacks understanding because this wisdom can only come from Adonai and not from the world around us. Their hearts have been hardened to God by the world and its ways. And what are they? Remember the old Time magazine cover… “God is dead”? Need I say more?

We need to be refined so that all of that useless “knowledge” that we acquired from the world can be burned off. We have been taught so many lies when it comes to God that many of us have no clue as to who He really is, instead seeing Him through the eyes of Hollywood. The man of understanding has already been through trials and tribulations and has learned how to lean on Adonai to get through them all.

The phrase, “man of understanding” is found eight times in the Bible (nine if you are looking in the KJV), seven of which occur in the book of Proverbs. One could reasonably argue that the entire book is dedicated to the raising up of men of understanding. The word “wise” is found 58 times in Proverbs. There is so much material that one hardly knows where to begin. In fact, I sit here wondering just that… where do I begin? I know… we’ll start with God’s definition of one who understands.

 God has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there is anyone who understands, who seeks after God. (Psalms 53:2)

The first thing we learn about the man of understanding is that he is one who seeks after God. But what is it that this one understands? To get a better picture, we need to go to Proverbs, and we might as well start at the beginning.

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: To know wisdom and instruction, to discern the sayings of understanding, to receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity; to give prudence to the naive, to the youth knowledge and discretion, a wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel, to understand a proverb and a figure, the words of the wise and their riddles. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:1-7)


Right from the very beginning, Solomon gives us a whole lot of information regarding this man of understanding. From this passage we see that a man of understanding acquires wise counsel so that he can understand a proverb and a figure, the words of the wise and their riddles. Remember that statement, for it also gives us more insight into the ones who have wisdom from God, they have riddles that need to be solved. This takes us right back to the verse we started with; Revelation 13:18 is a riddle.


Wise men, and women, seek to know wisdom and instruction and are willing to receive not only instruction, but to pass it on as well. The word here used is “prudence” and we will look more closely at that in a moment, but it is something that is given to the naïve. I guess I’m naïve, because I wasn’t quite sure myself what that word meant. The wise are willing to receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity. He will also pass his knowledge along, giving prudence to the naïve.


There is that word again. Just what does it mean? Well, according to Webster’s dictionary the word prudence means wisdom applied to practice, with the implication of caution and reserve. It can also be defined as discretion, subtilty, shrewdness and craftiness. One who is prudent is not just wise and intelligent, but cautious, circumspect and practically wise as well. Amos tells us in the fifth chapter that a prudent man keeps silent when times are evil.


Once again, Proverbs gives us the best information regarding this topic. In the twelfth chapter we see that a prudent man conceals both dishonor and knowledge, while acting with knowledge, according to the thirteenth chapter. Keeping quiet is such a major subject that much of the book of Proverbs is devoted to keeping the tongue in check. 

Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is considered prudent. (Proverbs 17:28)


Now I’m no fool, so I can see the wisdom of this statement. As others have written, “One can either remain silent and be believed a fool, or open their mouth and remove all doubt.” I’m sure I’m not the only one who has experienced this. 


A prudent man sees evil and hides himself, according to both Proverbs 22:34 and 27:12. The naïve go on and pay the penalty; they are punished for their naiveté. These two verses are virtually identical; the message is so important that Solomon felt the need to state it twice.


We often think of deception as something negative, akin to lying. Yet these verses seem to indicate otherwise. We want to proudly proclaim the name of Adonai from the housetops, yet sometimes that is not the wisest thing to do.

Therefore at such a time the prudent person keeps silent, for it is an evil time. (Amos 5:13)

Then one's uncle, or his undertaker, will lift him up to carry out his bones from the house, and he will say to the one who is in the innermost part of the house, "Is anyone else with you?" And that one will say, "No one." Then he will answer, "Keep quiet. For the name of the LORD is not to be mentioned." (Amos 6:10)


Discernment, discretion, even trickery can be called for at various times; do we know those times? The prophets often said one thing and did another yet they are considered righteous in the eyes of Adonai. Why is that? How does one go about becoming prudent? How does one gain wisdom and understanding?

"I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate. Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding, power is mine.” (Proverbs 8:12-14)


What do we love the most? What is the most important thing for us, or who is the most important person to us? Whomever or whatever it is, we will do whatever it takes to preserve it. Right? Well, shouldn’t we therefore be more concerned with how we appear in Adonai’s sight than in those around us? Shouldn’t we be doing our utmost to learn what He expects from us, and then applying it to our lives? That is called fearing Adonai.


That is what David understood, and he was considered to be a man after God’s own heart.

From Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. (Psalms 119:104)

As you can see, father and son agree; the man of understanding hates evil ways like pride and arrogance. And what are considered good character traits in the 21st century? Pride and arrogance. Godliness and righteousness are out of fashion these days. Therefore although we have more people on this planet than at any other time in history, and we have more access to information than any other civilization (that we know of), we have fewer men of understanding.


The children of Abraham were to be a royal priesthood. We were to become more like the God we worship; yet we have become less like Him. Instead of encouraging this behavior, we are hampered by those to whom we look for spiritual guidance. Maybe we should stop looking to men for guidance, instead looking towards are Creator to see what He says. Moses summed it up this way:

"See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'” (Deuteronomy 4:5-6)

 These verses hold the key to the difference between someone who is very familiar with Scripture and the man of understanding. Not only does this one study the word of God, holding each word as a treasure, but they also do what the word says.

Many people are confused regarding what God’s instructions to His people are, often misunderstanding the teachings to the point of having them completely backwards. This is what Peter was complaining about in his second letter, in chapter three, when he says, “Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Many of our so-called spiritual leaders cannot interpret the deeper messages contained within Scripture because they have not been taught about the Law, the sacrificial system and the priesthood. Because they have not been taught these basics, they try to discern using what little knowledge they have, and as a result the message is distorted. These false teachings abound in the church universal, but the average person believes the lies because those who are teaching them are supposed to know the truth better than we. But that is not necessarily true.

What I’m about to say may offend some folks, but you’ll get that when you speak the truth. There are many well-known Christian leaders who have no right even attempting to understand some of the harder passages of Scripture. How can I say that? Simple; they do not do all that is written therein, as we are commanded. Unless you do, you can’t be a man of understanding.

As stated previously, the phrase man of understanding occurs seven times in the book of Proverbs. The first one we have already looked at, as it occurs in the beginning of the book. The next time he is mentioned is in the tenth chapter.

Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool, and so is wisdom to a man of understanding. (Proverbs 10:23)


Just take a moment to think about that. So many people these days delight in wickedness, as evidenced in the movies, on television and in the news each and every day. Our culture presently glorifies evil, marketing it to a younger crowd each year. The man of understanding glorifies in doing good, in following the commandments of God and spends his whole life devoted to the study and application of the Word of God.


This is even found in the non-Biblical ancient writings, like those found in the Apocrypha. For example, in the book of 2 Esdras, the angel speaking to Ezra explains to him why Adonai has given him the visions he just witnesses. The angel says…

“Such then is the meaning of your vision. The revelation has been given to you, and to you alone, because you have given up your own affairs, and devoted yourself entirely to mine, and to the study of my law. You have taken wisdom as your guide in everything, and called understanding your mother. That is why I have given this revelation to you; there is a reward in store for you with the Most High. In three days' time I will speak with you again, and tell you some momentous and wonderful things.'” (2 Esdras 13:53-56)
The man of understanding is one who has devoted himself totally to the study of the Law (Torah), giving up his own wants and desires, making Adonai his only want and desire. Notice also that the angel tells Ezra that there is a reward for this behavior. The angel returns three days later and gave Ezra so much information that he had to have five other men help him to write it all down. Of this information, some was to be made available to the general public, but other books were to only be given to the wise among the people. This is because they contained, “a stream of understanding, a fountain of wisdom, a flood of knowledge.” This material was to be kept secret from the average person. The word translated as secret is the word, “sod” (long o) and it indicates a deeper level of understanding.
He who despises his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding keeps silent. (Proverbs 11:12)


Silence at the appropriate time is a hallmark of the man of understanding. This is the man that you would be willing to share your secrets with for you know they will be safe with him. When seeking someone to confess to, this man is your best bet. Not only will he be able to keep your sins confidential, he will also be able to counsel you wisely in the course of action you should take. Our friends won’t always give us such wise counsel.

Folly is joy to him who lacks sense, but a man of understanding walks straight. (Proverbs 15:21)


Think of it this way, insight will cause one to walk straight… away from folly! The wisdom that comes from God causes one to cease being a fool, regardless of their intelligence quotient. That so-called “country bumpkin” has a lot more sense than he is given credit for, and the high-powered attorney has less. Once again, Adonai’s ways are not our own.

He who restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding. (Proverbs 17:27)


Are you beginning to see the pattern here? Once again, we see that silence truly is golden. A wise person takes time to contemplate his or her response before the words begin to cross their lips, measuring the consequences of their words. They don’t allow others to rush them, instead keeping their cool and seeking God’s counsel. This is demonstrated time and time again in the lives of the prophets, as well as our Messiah Himself the night He was arrested. 

Proverbs is full of verses on the importance of keeping a hold on one’s tongue. This cannot be stressed enough; the tongue will cause great damage if not restrained properly. The tongue of the wise brings healing (Proverbs 12:18) and not destruction, unless the destruction is the will of Adonai. How do they know the will of God? It is the insight that comes from years of not only studying, but also living out what is learned. This causes one to be able to discern the still, small voice of Adonai.

A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water, but a man of understanding draws it out. (Proverbs 20:5)


Ever meet someone who was able to take one look at you and know what you were about to say? Or maybe there is a person in your life that you could never, ever lie to, no matter what, because they would see right through your lies in an instant? Yeshua was the perfect example of the man of understanding as He could walk right up to a complete stranger and say the exact thing that he or she needed to hear. The spirit reveals secrets to those who have insight. 


This reminds me of something that Yeshua once said. He had just finished explaining to His disciples the meaning behind the parable of the sower and explaining to them what the kingdom is like…

"Have you understood all these things?" They said to Him, "Yes." And Yeshua said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old." (Matthew 13:51-52)


Remember, the scribe is another synonym for the man of understanding. Scribes spend their entire lives copying Torah, the prophets and the writings. Therefore no one has a better understanding of the Scriptures than they do. Once one of these men has become a disciple, the Spirit of God will open up great wonders to them. This holds true; many of the greatest Jewish sages have also understood that Yeshua was the Messiah, but felt it prudent to keep the knowledge to them selves because of what happened to others after boldly proclaiming the news.


The last time we find the phrase “man of understanding” is in Proverbs chapter 28:

By the transgression of a land many are its princes, but by a man of understanding and knowledge, so it endures. (Proverbs 28:2)


Have you ever noticed that it takes more folks to run a country with an evil heart than it takes to run a godly one? God had intended Moses to lead the people of Israel personally, but when it came right down to it, he needed help. This appears to be due to the constant infighting that comes with foolish behavior. If our focus were truly on Adonai El Shaddai, then we wouldn’t have so much contention. 

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter. (Proverbs 25:2)

Hidden throughout Scripture are treasures. The sages have spent thousands of years searching out the hidden treasures, but many were unable to get the full picture because of their blinders in regards to Yeshua. Once they begin to see that Yeshua was Torah-observant (He not only studied the law and the prophets, He applied the teachings to His life) and gave His life willingly as a sacrifice for atonement, then the Scriptures open up in a way never before seen.

A true king is not simply one from birth. He is one who willingly takes on the responsibility of leadership and prepares for all that entails. If he is to rule wisely, he must take the time necessary to prepare, including years of study. A wise ruler takes delight in searching out the golden nuggets hidden within the Hebrew Scriptures. Although not a king himself, Daniel served the kings of Babylon faithfully, representing the One True God in the court of the most powerful kingdom in the world. It all started with a dream that troubled a king, and Daniel’s wise decision to consult Adonai in the matter.

Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him. It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding. It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him. To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, for You have given me wisdom and power; even now You have made known to me what we requested of You, for You have made known to us the king's matter." (Daniel 2:19-23)


Adonai gives us any wisdom that we might have and we should praise His holy name for the gift. All things, all people and places are under His command and nothing can exist without His approval. Our Elohim (God) has hidden treasures within His instructions and He is the One who reveals them to whomever He pleases. It pleases Him to reveal His profoundest teachings only to them who have wholly devoted themselves to Adonai, following His instructions and removing themselves from the world around them. We simply cannot behave the way the world does and understand the ways of God; it simply cannot be done. Yet, for some reason, that is exactly what we expect. This is insanity.


Notice one of the characteristics of the man of understanding… he gives God all the glory. He is nothing of himself and he knows it in a way that most of us will never understand. This is true humility, as demonstrated through his willingness to head instruction (Proverbs 8:33) and receive commands (Proverbs 10:8). Notice Daniel did not try to solve the mystery on his own, by his own power, but instead sought Adonai’s guidance and direction because he is a man of understanding.

Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will stumble in them. (Hosea 14:9)


These are the last words of the prophet Hosea. He is calling out to those who have understanding to pay attention to what he has shown us. This is usually an indication that here lies a buried treasure. To receive Hosea’s full message one must either find a man of understanding to interpret for him, or become one himself. So few choose the latter.


Transgressors are those who are looking for a way around Adonai’s laws (Torah). They have the heart of the disobedient son. The laws of God literally become a stumbling block to them, which they cannot get past. They don’t want to keep the law; they just want to have fun. Therefore they cannot have the kind of relationship with Adonai that they could if they would simply keep and do what they know is right. 

They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. (Titus 1:16)

Our deeds define what is in our hearts. They are the proof of our heart’s condition. We can say whatever we wish on Sabbath, but our actions during the rest of the week are what really speak to those around us. The transgressor is more interested in getting around the law than obeying it. This are actually the ones who will jump up first with shouts of “Legalism!” anytime someone teaches that Torah still applies. They confuse legalism with obedience because they have no desire to be obedient. Only the obedient heart can gain the insight needed to be a man of understanding.


It is this lack of understanding that leads to division within the body of Messiah. We like the idea of being able to live outside of the law, but this causes problems because we cannot live outside the law and still be considered God’s chosen people. So, we try to agree on where to draw the line. Many will draw it at the Ten Commandments, adding what they believe are the only two laws given by the Messiah: love God and love your neighbor as yourself. This shows their lack of understanding… those two laws are merely a summation of the other ten; the first five show the love of God while the last five show love for our fellow man. 


But that is where division begins and it ends in the multi-denominational system we see today in both Christianity and Judaism. The obedient son is willing to do whatever it takes please, desiring nothing more but to live a life that will put a smile on the face of Adonai. He not only spouts Bible verses like a baseball fan spouts statistics, but he lives it out before all. He leaves no room for sin to take a hold of him because he spends all of his extra time reading the Word and learning how to apply it to his life.

When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. (Proverbs 16:7)


Jeremiah speaks of the man of wisdom as well. His words seem to confirm what I have written here.

Who is the wise man that may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined, laid waste like a desert, so that no one passes through? The LORD said, "Because they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have not obeyed My voice nor walked according to it, but have walked after the stubbornness of their heart and after the Baals, as their fathers taught them," therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink.” (Jeremiah 9:12-15)


The list of curses upon them continues, but you get the idea. The man of insight understands that the people have brought judgment on themselves by forsaking the law of God (Torah). The fool walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, not caring about the truth of God’s word.

"Remember this, and be assured; recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, 'My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it. Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, who are far from righteousness. I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; and My salvation will not delay. And I will grant salvation in Zion, and My glory for Israel.” (Isaiah 46:8-13)


Not only is Adonai describing Himself here, but He is also leaving a message for the man of understanding. A man of understanding will have knowledge of Adonai’s purpose that others do not. For example, he is the one who will understand the phrase, “declaring the end from the beginning.” The average believer has no idea what that means, and will ask, “When did God declare the end in the beginning?” The wise understands the hidden messages found in the tale of the creation week. 


The stubborn-minded, on the other hand, will be totally oblivious of these messages. They are not interested in the counsel of El Shaddai; they seek the counsel of men. In fact, they will seek each other’s counsel against Adonai.

Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, "Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!" He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. (Psalms 2:1-4)


By the way, the word translated as, “Anointed” here is the word Mashiach, the Hebrew word translated as Messiah or Christ. Also, this is not what I had in mind when I said we want to put a smile on the face of God. We would like to see Him laughing with us, not at us.

Isn’t this what we are seeing today, all around us? The entire world seems to be conspiring against Adonai El Shaddai and our Messiah Yeshua, and taking their rage out on the people of the book. Why are we so surprised? We’ve had the warning all this time right here in the book of Psalms, yet we still don’t believe it. The man of understanding believes it. And for those who don’t believe in conspiracies, here is the proof they exist: God said they do.

Isn’t that what is all comes down to anyway, faith? Just what do we really believe? Remember, the proof is in the pudding, so to speak. We act upon what we believe in. Who do we believe has more power over our life, God Almighty, or the almighty dollar? Well, whom do you spend more time working for? Those who work for the dollar will do whatever it takes to get more, and it shows in their opulent lifestyle. A man of wisdom knows better; he conceals his wealth, and spends his money on the service of Adonai, not his own pleasures.

Think about what I’m saying here. This means that most, if not all of the major televangelists are not men (or women) of understanding, yet how many of God’s people listen to them, trying vainly to implement their teachings into their lives? We need to understand that there is no magic formula for a Spirit-filled life, other than to devote oneself to the study of the Word of God and seek His will for our lives. We simply cannot rely on others to give us wisdom. At best these folks are simply misguided; at worst they are agents of the enemy who will bring ruin to our lives. Either way, the best thing to do is to avoid them like the plague.

Don’t get me wrong; I am not saying that the man of wisdom is without sin. There was only One without sin, Yeshua our sacrificial lamb. Even Solomon in all his wisdom wasn’t without sin. His habit of sacrificing on the high places eventually led to his ruin and the division of the kingdom. So what made him so wise? Adonai El Shaddai, the Lord God Almighty. Why did Adonai bestow such knowledge on him? Because he asked for wisdom rather than gold and silver.

Now Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, "Ask what you wish me to give you." 

Then Solomon said, "You have shown great lovingkindness to Your servant David my father, according as he walked before You in truth and righteousness and uprightness of heart toward You; and You have reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

"Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great people who are too many to be numbered or counted. So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?" 

It was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing. God said to him, "Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, behold, I have done according to your words. Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you. 

"I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days. If you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days." 

Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and made peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. (1 Kings 3:3-15)

Like his father before him, Solomon had a heart for Adonai, so Adonai manifested Himself in a dream and asked him a simple question: what can I do for you? This was a simple question, but it was a test and Solomon passed it with flying colors. How many of us would have answered so wisely? When posed with the question, “If you could have three wishes…” how many of us would respond, “To get to know Adonai better”?

Perhaps Solomon thought that the sacrifices offered on the high places were offered to Adonai El Shaddai. If that were the case, why then did he go to the Tabernacle to worship before the Ark after the dream? Thankfully Adonai looks at our hearts and saw that Solomon’s was in the right place. The wisdom that God gave him not only made him famous throughout history, but it has also provided us with a wealth of information to glean from, if we will only take the time to dig it out.

We need to take notice of the key to his continued success: he must continue to walk in God’s ways, keeping His statutes and commandments. There is nothing that has happened between the times of Solomon and today that has changed this fact, even the crucifixion of Yeshua. Remember, God is not a man that He should change His mind.

"Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind." (1 Samuel 15:29)


So the same rules that He gave to His people long ago still apply to His people today. This is taken for granted by the man of understanding, regardless of his age or experience. He understands that God knows more than he will ever know and the only way to increase in knowledge is through the Word of God.

My son, if you will receive my words and treasure my commandments within you, make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for understanding; if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will discern the fear of the LORD and discover the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. (Proverbs 2:1-6)

He words it so much better than I do.


Great peace have they who love Torah… nothing shall cause them to stumble (Psalm 119:165). You could try to tempt them with any good thing and they will not submit. Why? They fear Adonai more than anything else. They understand that the commands of God bring life to those who apply them to their lives. They will literally keep us safe.

My son, keep my words and treasure my commandments within you. Keep my commandments and live, and my teaching as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart. Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," and call understanding your intimate friend; that they may keep you from an adulteress, from the foreigner who flatters with her words. (Proverbs 7:1-5)


One can only spot a lie once they know the truth. Once you know the truth, no lie can control you. Those who are wise are those who have spent so much time eating the Word that lies that once fooled them have now become blatant. Most of us don’t catch the subtly of the enemy’s lies. If Satan has a better understanding of the scripture than we do, we are in deep trouble because he can have his way with us and there is nothing we can do about it (if we even realize that this is happening!) The wise understands that he can’t do anything without the grace of God and that as we turn to Him, in humility, He will lead and guide us in the paths that we should go.


A wise man is one who understands the times and is well versed in the law (Esther 1:13). It truly does not matter how old one is, as length of years does not necessarily translate to wisdom.

So Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite spoke out and said, "I am young in years and you are old; therefore I was shy and afraid to tell you what I think. I thought age should speak, and increased years should teach wisdom. But it is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. The abundant in years may not be wise, nor may elders understand justice.” (Job 32:6-9)

Elihu was quite wise to see what so many fail to see… wisdom does not necessarily come from age; it comes from God.

The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalms 19:7-11)


Here is wisdom. If you are experiencing any maladies of the soul, study Torah. Have people told you that you’re not very bright? Read your Bible and you will become bright, literally. Once we study the Word in depth, we begin to see just how full of grace and loving-kindness is our Elohim because we begin to see the wisdom of His precepts. Just what does it mean that we will receive great reward? Wisdom will protect you when nothing else will. It is one of the seven Spirits of God. What are the seven Spirits of Adonai? Well, Yeshua possessed each and every one of them, just as Isaiah prophesied.

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist. (Isaiah 11:1-5)


First, we have the Spirit of Adonai, then the Spirit of Wisdom (second) and Understanding (third), the Spirit of Counsel (fourth) and Strength (fifth), the Spirit of Knowledge (sixth) and the Fear of Adonai (seventh). Notice how they are grouped in pairs, with the exception of the first one. When one studies the Tabernacle and sees the pattern for the Golden Lampstand (Menorah), one can’t help but see a correlation, that is, if they have insight.

Listen, O my people, to my instruction; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will not conceal them from their children, but tell to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. For He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers that they should teach them to their children, that the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, that they may arise and tell them to their children, that they should put their confidence in God and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments, and not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that did not prepare its heart and whose spirit was not faithful to God. (Psalms 78:1-8)


Yeshua came teaching in parables so that only those with “eyes to see and ears to hear” would understand what He was teaching. Only those who are willing to listen to a country bumpkin, so to speak, would get the message. Those who felt they already knew it all could not understand what He was saying. In this way the hidden treasures found in Scripture would stay hidden and others, with evil intentions, could not use these secrets to their advantage.


But that has not stopped them from trying. Anyone who has spent any time researching secret societies would be very familiar with the term Kabala, or Jewish mysticism. Kabala (in my humble opinion) is based on the teachings of men of understanding that has been corrupted by others whose understanding came from man and not from God. There is a heavy Babylonian influence in these teachings, which should be a red flag to those who have wisdom. These teachings have truth within them, but they only have enough to make the lie believable. That is Satan’s way.


According to the psalmist, one must first prepare their heart so that their spirit can be faithful to God. Madonna, who is making headlines in regard to her belief in Kabala, will never be a man of understanding, regardless of how many hours she spends studying, unless she first humbles herself before the Almighty God. The same holds true for all of us, regardless of our background or so-called intelligence quotient. Adonai makes wise the foolish.

Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but those who keep the law strive with them. Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the LORD understand all things. Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than he who is crooked though he be rich. He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but he who is a companion of gluttons humiliates his father. (Proverbs 28:4-7)


Only those who are seeking after Adonai will understand something as basic as justice. Those of the global elite, who are entrenched in Kabala, will never understand justice. Why? Because they are not seeking after Adonai, they are seeking after power. They think that what they are doing behind close doors will remain a secret. But that is not the way of Adonai. Praise Adonai, He thwarts the plans of the wicked!

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD while I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. 

How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free. 

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow, but He thwarts the way of the wicked. The LORD will reign forever, Your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! (Psalms 146:1-10)


There are deeper levels of Scripture than just the plain reading of the Word, or even the digging that the average pastor does for his homily (sermon). There are deeper messages hidden within that will, when applied to our lives, allow us to rise above the world around us. These are what the Kabbalists are searching for, but they will never get the full or proper understanding of these things without a heart for the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. A heart for Lucifer just won’t do.

The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness. And He will be the stability of your times, a wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is his treasure. (Isaiah 33:5-6)  

Isaiah was also a man of understanding. He understood that those who followed Adonai and HIS ways rose above those around them. He actually coined a term for this: the Highway of Holiness.

The scorched land will become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds and rushes. A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be for him who walks that way, and fools will not wander on it. No lion will be there, nor will any vicious beast go up on it; these will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return and come with joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. (Isaiah 35:7-10)

This highway is only for those who are clean. We need to ask ourselves, “What is the difference between clean and unclean?” Those who study Torah know the answer to this question. Those who keep Torah understand how to be clean. They will be among those who walk upon this highway. The foolish, those who say, “There is no God,” will not be found on this roadway. This highway is a road of safety for all who walk it; even the beasts of the field will not threaten them. No wonder they are singing and rejoicing in Adonai!

Isaiah tells us that we need to prepare this highway. In fact, that was the mission of John the Baptiser, to prepare a highway for our God (Isaiah 40:3-4; Matthew 3:3). Jeremiah also speaks of the highway:

"Set up for yourself roadmarks, place for yourself guideposts; direct your mind to the highway, the way by which you went. Return, O virgin of Israel, return to these your cities.” (Jeremiah 31:21)


Knowing what Isaiah said about the highway gives one a new perspective on these verses. Those roadmarks? Could the prophet be telling us to keep the festivals of Adonai if we want to find the “high way” to our God? Do they act as guideposts to the paths of righteousness, in which way gives life and life abundantly? Are these the cities to which the children of Israel need to return? How many cities of refuge were there in Israel? These are the kinds of questions that will lead to a deeper understanding as we seek their answers within the Word of God.

How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver. The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who watches his way preserves his life. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling. It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the proud. He who gives attention to the word will find good, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. (Proverbs 16:16-20)


Depart from evil and do good… how many times does Adonai need to tell us this before we get it? The man of understanding gets it. He knows what it means to understand the times because through his study of the Word Adonai has revealed certain secrets to him. He can be trusted with these secrets because he has shown, through his humility, that his heart is for God.


The man of understanding knows that Adonai can protect him if He wants to do so. Like those three young men of long ago, he willingly puts his life on the line rather than compromise his faith in the salvation of God. As a faithful servant, he merely wants his Master’s happiness. He also trusts in Adonai’s decisions, even if he doesn’t understand them. 

He has the kind of insight that Joseph had, understanding that God’s plan is greater than our temporary pleasure or happiness. He told pharaoh to look for a man who was discerning and wise, and pharaoh knew he had found his man. Joseph was prudent, keeping silent until Adonai showed him that he could finally reveal himself. But it had not always been that way. When Joseph was young his mouth often got him into trouble. Over the years, as he came to know his God better, Joseph became the man that God had always intended him to be, despite himself.

Knowledge comes easily to the one who has understanding (Prov. 14:6) because wisdom rests in his heart (Prov. 14:33). When he is rebuked, he is corrected, unlike others who will ignore correction (Prov. 17:10); this is because wisdom is present in his heart (Prov. 17:24). He understands that through correction one gains knowledge (Prov. 19:25) and easily sees through those who are “wise in their own eyes” (Prov. 28:11). Why? It is because he keeps (holds, treasures, and protects) the law of God (Prov. 28:7)

This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. (James 1:19-22)


Those who study the Word of God, but do not apply it to their lives are only deluding themselves if they think they will become a man of understanding.


After the Babylonian exile, when the people of Judah had returned to the land of Israel, those who had understanding gathered together to hear the Torah, which had been found in the ruins of the Temple. As the scribe Ezra read the Word, the people soon realized that they were right at the beginning of the holy season. Yom Turuah, or the day of blowing trumpets, often referred to as Rosh HaShannah, or the head of the year, starts the fall holy days and falls on the first day of the seventh month (as counted from the month containing Passover). This was the day that they stood listening to the law being read. And what did they do once they realized that it was a Holy day?

They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. 

Then he said to them, "Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." 

All the people went away to eat, to drink, to send portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which had been made known to them. Then on the second day the heads of fathers' households of all the people, the priests and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of the law. 

They found written in the law how the LORD had commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in booths during the feast of the seventh month. So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, "Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches and wild olive branches, myrtle branches, palm branches and branches of other leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written." 

So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. The entire assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in them. The sons of Israel had indeed not done so from the days of Joshua the son of Nun to that day. 

And there was great rejoicing. He read from the book of the law of God daily, from the first day to the last day. And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly according to the ordinance. (Nehemiah 8:8-18)

These people were seeking insight from Adonai, and that is exactly what they received. Once they received the insight, they acted upon what they had learned. This is what made them people of understanding. It’s not that they comprehended the words of the law that made them people of understanding, but what they did with the information once they received it.

The same holds true today. Only those who are willing to be honest with themselves in regard to their faith, admitting that they are sinning in the way they worship their God, and turn back to doing things Adonai’s way, will be able to see the wisdom of God’s instructions. Only one who actively participates in the pattern will see its hidden features.

This lifestyle is so different from that of those around us that very few people are willing to make the sacrifices necessary to become a man of understanding. Even fewer are willing to do this for an entire lifetime. So many live a life of understanding, only to act selfishly in the end and lose their blessing. This is shown in the lives of Solomon, Balaam, and even Moses (remember, he lost the promised land). Although each of these men were wise, and had devoted their lives to the service of the Lord God Almighty, each allowed their own selfish interests to get in the way, which brought about their eventual downfall. This just goes to show us how we must not make compromises, even with ourselves. 

So, what we need to ask ourselves is this: how badly do we want this knowledge? Solomon gives us this warning in the book of Ecclesiastes:

I said to myself, "Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge." And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind. Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain. (Ecclesiastes 1:16-18)


Men of understanding are well acquainted with tribulation. It comes with the territory. Do you think it was easy for Elijah to stand up against all of those prophets of Baal? He was genuinely afraid for his life after Jezebel threatened to have him killed. John the Baptiser was also wise, and the queen was successful with her death threat.


It also hurts when one sees how men treat one another. Those with insight will easily see the approaching danger, and will warn others, but most often those others will not listen and then the one with insight has to watch the results, often deadly. It is truly painful to watch. People rarely appreciate their wise counsel and often ignore it. No wonder the Preacher tells us that all is vanity and futility.


We can also see why there are so few men of understanding these days. We are still a stubborn and stiff-necked people. We want to do things the way we want to do them and we expect Adonai to bend to our will. Only once we are willing to bow to His will, regardless of how we feel about it, will we begin to become a people of understanding. Our pride must be humbled, and we can either humble ourselves willingly or He will humble us (the latter hurts much more) but either way, we will be humbled.

 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who watches his way preserves his life. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling. It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the proud. He who gives attention to the word will find good, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. The wise in heart will be called understanding, and sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness. Understanding is a fountain of life to one who has it, but the discipline of fools is folly. The heart of the wise instructs his mouth and adds persuasiveness to his lips. (Proverbs 16:17-23)


If we are not willing to humble ourselves, learn to hold our tongue, be willing to be corrected, and truly trust Adonai with every aspect of our lives, we will never be men of understanding. That’s okay; we can’t all be wise ones. We all belong to the body of Messiah and as such we must all have different gifts and talents. Although there are many helping hands, there can only be one head, and one heart. We must seek His will for our lives and simply live up to what He’s made us to be.


Christian music artist Amy Grant wrote a song when she was only 15 years old that has spoken greatly to me over the years. It starts off:

When I think of all the things He doing for me, it makes me stand and wonder what He’s making me to be. Trying to walk through straight but getting turned around, I’m always making my Master take a back seat and wait around. But I praise the Lord for giving me a brand new start each day, and I praise His blessed name for guiding me all along the way. For if He didn’t I wouldn’t even try.


Each and every event in our lives has meaning and an impact on the rest of our lives. Adonai is preparing us. Each day we have the option of devoting ourselves to Him or to the world. Each day we must make the decision anew. As Joshua said, “Choose this day whom you will serve.”


In the mean time, we need to find men of understanding to help us. We must be careful not to follow false prophets and teachers. We can use these characteristics to help us find men of insight that we can trust to properly discern not only the Word of God, but the signs of the times as well.

A scoffer seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge is easy to one who has understanding. Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not discern words of knowledge. The wisdom of the sensible is to understand his way, but the foolishness of fools is deceit. (Proverbs 14:6-8)


From these three verses we learn some very important facts. First, knowledge comes easily to the man of understanding. He doesn’t struggle to learn because the Lord gives him the Wisdom he needs to understand what most of us will never comprehend. Second, we see that those who practice deceit are not wise, but are fools. Most importantly is what we find right in the middle… stay away from fools. We can’t sit under the teachings of a fool and expect to become wise. That kind of logic is simply foolish.

He who leads the upright astray in an evil way will himself fall into his own pit, but the blameless will inherit good.  (Proverbs 28:10)

If we continue to follow these fools, we will be caught up in their foolishness and end up in the pit with them. But if we ourselves are foolish, how do we discern who is and who is not wise?

How do our teachers handle rebuke? Are they correctable or do they seem to think that they are better than every one else around them? The answer to this question is more important than we might think.

A rebuke goes deeper into one who has understanding than a hundred blows into a fool.  (Proverbs 17:10)

The man of understanding will take a rebuke to heart… and literally take it to Adonai, asking, “What part of this is true?” Although people will often rebuke us out of their own pain, and therefore must be taken with a grain of salt, there is always some truth in what they have said.

Strike a scoffer and the naive may become shrewd, but reprove one who has understanding and he will gain knowledge.  (Proverbs 19:25)

It is actually through correction that we gain knowledge yet we avoid confrontation like the plague. When are we ever going to realize that although it can be painful, confrontation is good for us?


We tend to look at those who are financially successful as if they were men of wisdom, thinking their riches are proof of their intelligence. That is not necessarily true, and the wise see it easily.

The rich man is wise in his own eyes, but the poor who has understanding sees through him.  (Proverbs 28:11)

Quite often they have achieved their wealth through other than honest means. They may have simply inherited their wealth from their parents who were wise, but the wisdom doesn’t transfer through hereditary, contrary to what the global elite would like to believe. It is a shame; even Solomon thought so. 

When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them. This too is vanity and a great evil.  (Ecclesiastes 2:21)


Just because a man was great does not necessarily mean that his son will be so as well. Solomon’s son wasn’t very wise, choosing to listen to his friends rather than the wise men, which had learned under his father, and he lost half of the kingdom because of it. No, one can only gain true wisdom from is Father in Heaven.


He has already given us everything we need to begin on the path of knowledge and wisdom. It’s called the Bible, and it contains more wisdom than we will ever know. David understood much more than we do and much of his wisdom is found in the book of Psalms. The sages have found many different levels of wisdom within the 119th chapter. The chapter, which contains 22 stanzas, is basically a love song for the Torah, translated at “law” in the English Bibles.

(Mem) O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever mine. I have more insight than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the aged, because I have observed Your precepts. I have restrained my feet from every evil way, that I may keep Your word. I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, for You Yourself have taught me. How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth! From Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. (Psalms 119:97-104)


A few years ago, after my family had been studying Torah (the first five books of the Bible, which contain the instructions of Adonai) for a little while, my daughter pointed to the above verses and stated how true she has found them to be in her own life. “I find that I’m now able to answer questions that my youth group leader couldn’t answer!” Her friends were highly impressed with some of traditions she knew and wondered how their friend had suddenly become so knowledgeable. Torah will do that to a person.


A man of understanding keeps the Passover. He understands that as Yeshua did, so must he, including keeping all the feasts and festivals that Yeshua kept. The world tells us that believers in Yeshua should not keep those “Jewish” holidays. I’ve always wanted to ask those people, “How can we walk as Yeshua walked if we are not allowed to celebrate the same holidays that He celebrated?” It’s just not logical. 


David saw that it was in the keeping, or celebrating of the festivals of Adonai that one gained certain knowledge and when he made that discovery he rejoiced in the wisdom of Adonai El Shaddai. How can one understand what it was like to live in the wilderness with hundreds of thousands of people if we never even go camping? It’s like trying to teach someone to kindle a fire when you have never done it yourself; it is just funny to watch but the flame never appears.


Adonai told us to do these things, like celebrating the Passover, so that we will always remember and never forget that our God is a mighty deliverer. Paul, also a man of understanding, basically told us the same thing when instructing the Corinthians regarding the exodus:

 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. (1 Corinthians 10:6)

Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

When something is very important, we often repeat it. Paul felt this important enough to repeat himself. That is because this is a key to understanding end time events. We are supposed to go back and study the events of the exodus so that we can better understand the time known as Jacob’s trouble. Without this knowledge, one cannot understand God’s timing.

He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart knows the proper time and procedure. For there is a proper time and procedure for every delight, though a man's trouble is heavy upon him. If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen? No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it. (Ecclesiastes 8:5-8)


Think of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, as a royal command. When one keeps it, they experience no trouble because then their heart understands the proper time. Only God knows these things and only He has control over the coming events, so shouldn’t we trust Him to provide us with every thing we need, including the knowledge we need to understand when evil is approaching, before we are caught up in them? Once again, there is no way for us to gain this knowledge on our own, even through witchcraft, for those who think they are gaining knowledge through their dark practices will discover just how ignorant they really were… in the end.

When I gave my heart to know wisdom and to see the task which has been done on the earth (even though one should never sleep day or night), and I saw every work of God, I concluded that man cannot discover the work which has been done under the sun. Even though man should seek laboriously, he will not discover; and though the wise man should say, "I know," he cannot discover. (Ecclesiastes 8:16-17)


Contemporary man truly believes that he is smarter than any preceding generation. The ungodly think that they can attain god-like intelligence. The scientists of the 21st century are messing with things that we have no right to touch. Who knows what kind of creature we might accidentally release onto an unsuspecting populace? Could we already be victims, just unaware?


We really cannot trust man like we can trust Adonai our Elohim. When Paul told the Romans that there is no one without sin, he was only quoting Solomon.

Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins. (Ecclesiastes 7:20)

Solomon later goes on to tell us why this is:

This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one fate for all men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they go to the dead. (Ecclesiastes 9:3)


Not only is the heart of a man evil, but even worse, there is actually insanity in the heart of man. Only God can heal our insanity. We are not talking about mental insanity, which is caused by the insanity in other’s hearts, but we are talking about a total lack of the moral foundation that we were created with. This is why we need His instructions. His words will bring healing to the soul; remember?

There was a small city with few men in it and a great king came to it, surrounded it and constructed large siegeworks against it. But there was found in it a poor wise man and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Yet no one remembered that poor man. So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength." But the wisdom of the poor man is despised and his words are not heeded. (Ecclesiastes 9:14-16)


Why is it we will believe someone who has an alphabet after their name, but not the wise old lady, even though we can never remember her ever being wrong? Her wisdom came from years of living and experiencing life, yet we listen to the kid fresh out of college, and we wonder why we seem to be getting dumber, as a nation, every year. Yup, insanity is in our hearts.


We hear a lot of people talk about preparing for the future, whether financially (buy gold!) or physically (stockpile food and water!), and many of us are listening to this sound advice, but what about preparing spiritually? Do we listen to those people who are warning us that spiritual preparations are more important than the other two combined? These are the wise ones, yet we fail to heed their warnings. We are too lazy. We’d rather have others do the preparations for us.

Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Son of man, if a country sins against Me by committing unfaithfulness, and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy its supply of bread, send famine against it and cut off from it both man and beast, even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord GOD. 

"If I were to cause wild beasts to pass through the land and they depopulated it, and it became desolate so that no one would pass through it because of the beasts, though these three men were in its midst, as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters. They alone would be delivered, but the country would be desolate."

Or if I should bring a sword on that country and say, 'Let the sword pass through the country and cut off man and beast from it,' even though these three men were in its midst, as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters, but they alone would be delivered."

Or if I should send a plague against that country and pour out My wrath in blood on it to cut off man and beast from it, even though Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their son or their daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness." 

For thus says the Lord GOD, "How much more when I send My four severe judgments against Jerusalem: sword, famine, wild beasts and plague to cut off man and beast from it! Yet, behold, survivors will be left in it who will be brought out, both sons and daughters. Behold, they are going to come forth to you and you will see their conduct and actions; then you will be comforted for the calamity which I have brought against Jerusalem for everything which I have brought upon it. 

"Then they will comfort you when you see their conduct and actions, for you will know that I have not done in vain whatever I did to it," declares the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 14:12-23)

Ezekiel is telling us that when the tribulation hits there will be folks whose righteousness outshines that of Noah, Daniel and Job. Their righteousness will be a covering where others can find shelter from the terrible storms. These folks are obviously men (or women) of wisdom and understanding. They are also people of great faith and they will help to build the faith of those around them. Could this be the 144.000 that John told us about? I bet they will understand what the number 666 means.

  
This is why it is so important to find a man of understanding, as the days are getting more and more evil. A prudent man will be a blessing to all those who are near him or her. Remember, God blesses whomever He wishes, man or woman, so we might as well get used to the idea right now. Remember Deborah, a judge in ancient Israel or Judith, who put her own life on the line to defeat the enemy general through a very cunning plan. He makes wise the simple and brings the proud to his knees. 


Praise His holy name, for Adonai does not leave His people without hope! He has provided a pathway, high above troubles and dangers, for His people to make their way back to Him. The yoke that man puts on us, with his, “you must do this and you must do that,” designed to keep us in bondage can only be removed by Adonai, but must be replaced with His yoke, which is easy and light in comparison. What are we afraid of? Have mercy upon us, O Adonai! Draw us to Your paths and fill us with the knowledge of the ways of Adonai our Elohim. 


Man fills us with a false hope of rapture prior to the very tribulation we need to be refined and purified. When this rapture fails to materialize, how many will then turn and curse the Lord our God? Only the fools among us would be so brazen. The wise will see these things and glorify His holy name, for He truly did declare the end from the beginning.


He has indeed provided us with a way of safety, but not as we thought. Think about it… what would build our faith more, being removed from conflict, never even knowing that we’ve be spared, or being present to witness the mighty hand of Adonai our Elohim, Yeshua our Messiah, deliver His people from the hand of the wicked? Those who have been through conflict are better prepared so they can maintain their calm, displaying the very prudence we found in the man of understanding.


Most would say it’s insane to welcome tribulation, but it is better to welcome the refining fire than to spend eternity in a lake of fire. When He is done, we will shine as the stars in the heavens. Then there will be no more tears. No more pain. Like a woman who has just delivered a healthy baby, we will quickly forget the tribulation in the joy of the new life that has been delivered by our Heavenly Father, the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac a Jacob.


We’ve been invited to a wedding feast. All are welcome, but we must be prepared, clean and clothed in white. We are welcome to come as honored guests, or we can be members of the bridal party, involved in the ceremony itself. Only the man of understanding gets to be the bride of the coming Messiah. The choice is up to us. Where do we see our placement at the wedding feast? 


Yeshua told us that only the prudent and wise are prepared when the bridegroom arrives. Once He comes, it will be too late to prepare. Those who are not ready will be left outside, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. Pain; lots of pain. Who wants that? Not I. 


When Moses passed on and Joshua (the same name as our Savior, by the way) was appointed to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land, Adonai appeared to him to encourage and strengthen him. One of the things that Adonai told Joshua agrees with all I’ve said here and seems to be the key to being a man of understanding.

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (Joshua 1:8, KJV)
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